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          Our Mission  

Our mission is to empower 
families as advocates and 
partners in improving edu-
cation, health, and transi-
tion outcomes for their 
children and youth with 
disabilities and special 
health care need with a 
commitment to diversity 
and equity.  We are com-
mitted to providing parents 
and families the tools to 
ensure that children, 
youth, and young adults 
with special needs lead 
enriched lives as full mem-
bers of their schools and 
communities. 

Welcome to WVPTI Transi-
tion Newsletter! We are 
offering trainings, infor-
mation resources with 
Project Launch.  
Please check out of Face-
book page for other re-
sources:               
https://www.facebook.com/
Wvpti/                                                                 
Brenda Lamkin,                                                           
Executive Director of 
WVPTI  
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 The West Virginia Training and Information,Inc. has partnered with PACER Cen-
ter to offer information and training about transition for youth and young adults 
with disabilities through  PROJECT LAUNCH. Project Launch works in partnership 
with parent centers such WVPTI to help youth, adults, families, professionals, 
and employers to understand how these laws can help individuals with disabili-
ties create a positive future. WVPTI’s focus is to increase support in the under-
served and unmet areas of West Virginia.  
 
Through our workshops, resources, and online trainings, we are working to help 
youth and young adults with disabilities pursue meaningful careers, live inde-
pendently as possible, and enjoy inclusion at work and in the community.  
 
In this edition, we will inform you about our upcoming trainings and personal-
ized information and resources for you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Remember, we are here for you. Just contact us at 304-472-5697. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Wvpti/
https://www.facebook.com/Wvpti/
https://www.facebook.com/Wvpti/
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‘Bits & Pieces’ 

Message from the  

Director… 

 

Greetings, 

 We are excited to begin our new partnership with the PACER Center, the 

regional Parent Technical, Assistance Center (PTAC) for West Virginia, work-

ing through PROJECT LAUNCH.  We want to encourage parents/caregivers to 

become informed and active with the knowledge of transition services avail-

able to their youth after graduation. Students have various choices and op-

portunities today such as post-secondary options and career exploration.  

Parents and caregivers assist with creating clear expectations, and providing 

exposure to careers and occupations. There will be a wealth of resources in 

our training to use in supporting your youth or assist young adults with disa-

bilities. 

I hope you will plan on joining us, 

Brenda Lamkin, Executive Director  

Brenda Lamkin, Ex. Director of WVPTI  

 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                         

                 Transition Resources 

 

West Virginia Parent Training and Information in partnership with 
the PACER Center through Project Launch will provide the following 
resources: 
 
 Help exploring future options, including transition to employ-

ment, on-the-job training, technical training, or college and uni-
versity programs 

 Resources for independent living skills 
 Transition and career exploration workshops for high school stu-

dents and young adults with disabilities and their families or ad-
vocates 

 Individual assistance on transition planning, employment, and 
rehabilitation services provided by state agencies, and gives re-
ferrals to appropriate service agencies that can help.  

 
Employment Resources 
 
 Works with professionals to develop more effective strategies 

for team building among students and young adults with disabil-
ities, their families, and families. 



 

 
Upcoming Training—Please join us! 
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WVPTI, Inc.  

99 Edmiston Way,  

Suite 101– 102 

Buckhannon, WV 26101 

http://www.wvpti-inc.org/ 

wvpti@aol.com  

1.800.281.1436 

1.304.472.5697 

  The West Virginia Parent Training and Information, Inc. (WVPTI) is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit parent organization committed to improving the lives and edu-
cation of ALL children through a special emphasis on children and youth with 
all disabilities and special healthcare needs. We serve WV as the federally 
funded Parent Training Center and we are also the Family Voice State Affiliate 
Organization (FVSAO).   

WVPTI  

either by the use of written words, pictures or gestures. 
For the full article; http://www.autismspeaks.org/family-

services/tool-kits/transition-tool-kit/self-advocacy 

 Speaking up for yourself, 

 Asking for what you need, 

 Negotiating for yourself (working 
with others to reach an agreement that 
will meet your needs), 

 Knowing your rights and responsibil-
ities, 

 Using the resources that are availa-
ble to you, 

 Being able to explain your disability 
either by the use of written words, pic-
tures. 

 Being able to explain your disability 

Self— Advocacy is our strength! 

Facebook                       Twitter                        Pinterest                         
https://facebook.com/wvpti https://twitter.com/wvpti   https: //

www.pinterest.com/

The funding for this publication has been provided by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, OSERS. However, those contents do not necessarily represent 
the policy of the US Department of Education or other grant holders, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government or other agencies. 

West Virginia Parent Training and Information, Inc. is a nonprofit organization that provides information, training, individual assistance, and resources. WVPTI, Inc. is 
not a legal firm or legal service agency, and as such the information contained in this publication or on our website is provided for the purpose of informing the 
reviewer, but should not be considered as a means of taking the place of legal advice that must be obtained through an attorney.   West Virginia Parent Training and 
Information, Inc. will not be able to assist you in identifying an attorney in your area and will not provide direct referrals to an attorney. 

http://www.autismspeaks.org/family-services/tool-kits/transition-tool-kit/self-advocacy
http://www.autismspeaks.org/family-services/tool-kits/transition-tool-kit/self-advocacy
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